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European Challenges: Ageing & Climate Change 
Thursday, 28 May 2026: New European Trends in Climate Change Fiction 
 

09.30 – 10.00  Arrival, Registration, and Welcome 

10.00 – 11.15   

Panel 1: More-than-Human Voices and Posthuman Ecologies 
Chair: Madeleine Schmitz (UL) 
Chak-kwan Ng (Hong Kong Metropolitan University), Multispecies Relations and 
Cetacean Anthropocene in Yolanda Gonzalez’s Oceanica  
Zineb Halifi (Independent Scholar), Animal Narrators, Ecocriticism, and 
Environmental Storytelling in Timbuktu and Dreams of a Cow  
Sudha Mishra (XIM University), Non-Sovereign Subjectivity and Corporeal Instability: 
A Posthumanist Reading of Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis  

 

11.15 – 11.30  Tea/Coffee 

11.30 – 12.45 

Panel 2: Affective and Gendered Ecologies 
Chair: Marieke Krajenbrink (UL) 

Ágnes Györke (Károli Gáspár University), Affective Ecocriticism and Planetary 
Humanism: Samantha Harvey’s Orbital  
Conor Brennan (Galway University), The ‘Old Bag’ Strikes Back: Ageing Women as 
Ecocritical Archetype in Tokarczuk, Haushofer and Coetzee  

 

12.45 – 13.30  Lunch 

13.30 – 14.45 

Panel 3: Climate Crisis and Planetary Imaginaries 
Chair: Tina-Karen Pusse (Galway) 

Sindi-Leigh McBride (University of Basel), Hustling in the Anthropocene: Work in 
Speculative Cli-Fi  
Zhaoyin Zhang (UL), The Community Must Fall: Playing the Failure of Collective 
Imagination in Frostpunk 2: Fractured Utopias  
Z. I. Mahmud (Independent Scholar), From Tempest to Narnia: A Blue Humanities 
Discourse of Biblical Post-Apocalypse – Songs of Hope, Despair, Presumption, and 
Lament  

 
 

14.45 – 15.00  Break 

 

15.00 – 16.00   

Keynote Lecture 
Chair: Clarisa Novello (UL) 
Adeline Johns-Putra (Queen’s University, Canada), When the Future Arrives: Post-
Speculative Climate Fiction 

 

16.10 – 17.00    

Author Reading in English 
Chair: Anita Barmettler (UL) 
Gabrielle Alioth, Die Letzte Insel (2025) 

 

  



Friday 29th May 2026: Ageing and Climate Change in German Literatures and Cultures 
 

9.30 - 10.00 Introduction to the DAAD project, Tina-Karen Pusse (Galway) & Michaela Schrage-Früh (UL) 

 

10.00 - 10.45   

Panel 1 Thematic Overviews 
Daniela Dora (Cambridge), Marieke Krajenbrink (UL), Madeleine-Sophie Schmitz 
(UL), Gardening, Ageing, and Ecological Attentiveness / Care in Contemporary 
German-Language Literature  
Daniela Dora (Cambridge), Tina-Karen Pusse (Galway), Michaela Schrage-Früh 
(UL), Ageing in the Anthropocene: Water Imaginaries in Recent German-Language 
Literature 

 

11.00 - 12.00    

Roundtable: Creative and Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Ageing and Climate 
Change 
Chair: Ulla Kriebernegg 

Gabrielle Alioth, Julia Hoydis (Graz), Miriam Haller (Kubia) 
 

12.00 - 13.00  

Keynote 
Chair: Michaela Schrage-Früh 
Anne Fuchs (UCD): Spaces of Care: Curating Old Age and ‘Being With’ in 
Contemporary German Literature 

  

13.00 - 13.30 Award Ceremony for DAAD Project (“European Societal Challenges in German Culture: Exploring Ageing and 
Climate Change in Tandem”) Creative Competition 

 

13.30 - 14.15   Lunch 

 

14.15 - 15.15   

Panel 2: Individual Analyses of Key Texts 
Jeannine Baetz (Galway), Katharina Fürholzer (Koblenz), Linda Shortt (Maynooth), 
Coextinction and the Ends of Life and World in C.F. Ramuz’s The End of All Men (1922) 
Paula Riese (UL) and Linda Shortt (Maynooth), Family Trees: Ecologies of Care in 
Andreas Wagner’s Jahresringe (2020) 
Marieke Krajenbrink (UL), Clarisa Novello (UL), Linda Shortt (Maynooth), Personal 
and Planetary Loss and Grief in Elfriede Jelinek’s Asche 

 

15.30 - 16.30   

Panel 3: Comparative Analyses of Key Texts 
Ulla Kriebernegg (University of Graz) and Michaela Schrage-Früh (UL), Ageing and 
Environmental Relationality in Leonora Carrington’s The Hearing Trumpet and 
Monika Maron’s Ach Glück 
Jeannine Baetz (Galway), Clarisa Novello (UL), Michaela Schrage-Früh (UL), Exile 
Narratives and Posthuman Entanglement in Ilija Trojanow’s Eistau: The Lamentations 
of Zeno and Andrij Kurkov’s Smert’ postoronnego: Death and the Penguin 
Catriona Ni Dhuill (Salzburg), Tina-Karen Pusse (Galway), Michaela Schrage-Früh 
(UL), Exiled from Childhood's Gardens: Late-life lieux de mémoire in Garden Texts by 
Ulrike Draesner and Richard Beer-Hofmann 

 

16.30 - 17.00   

Final Plenary Discussion 
Chair: Tina-Karen Pusse & Michaela Schrage-Früh 

 


